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HE BRE WS XI. 8. 


'y faith, Abraham, when he was called to go out 

into a place, which he ſhould after receive for 
an inheritance, obeyed ; and he wen? out, not 
knowing whither be went. 


| EXT to the belief of the being of a Go], 

the firſt cauſe, the one Supreme; it is of the 
Jaſt importance to ſuch creatures as we are, to be 
firmly perſuaded of his providence ; concerned in the 
adminiſtration and adjuſtment of all the affairs of the 
univerſe ; that all events are under its controul and 
direction, and that all mankind are the ſubjects of 
it. 


To ſecure and maintain amongſt mankind a prac. — 


tical acknowledgment of the divine ſuperintendency, 
has been the care of heaven, in diverſe ways and 


manners, by natural light, by revelation, and exam 


ples the moſt ſtriking and illuſtrious, 
A DISPENSATION no leſs benevolent than wiſe. 


To make a rank of beings capable of receiving 
laws, and ſubjects of moral government, argues infi- 
nite wiſdom, | | 1 LILY 
OR. as 


46 3 


In caſe of deſection from primitive rectitude, 
through voluntary tranſgreſſion, which is the condi- 
ton of man; to be put into a ſtate of probation with 

eapacities of knowing the relation wherein they | 

ſland to the Supreme Being, and performing their | 

-þ various rel.tive obligations to him, and other beings | 
£ they are connected with, and with all neceſſary | 
2 means to this purpoſe, is moſt favourable and graci- | 

| OUS. n r 8 J Sf] | 


| TER is nothing more certain than that the pre- 
: ſent is a ſtate of imper fection and yanity, in which 
| we are expoſed to diſtreſs and miſery from different 
quarters. In this ſtate of fluuation, while toſſed 
upon the tempeſtuous ocean of .this world, to be 
able o revert'to firſt principles, and to find an aſylum 
in the firſt cauſe, where, with unſhaken confidence, 
we may anchor all our hopes of ſafety, and, in every 
tribulation, be relieved under all our anxious feats, 
_ afford the higeſt ſatisfaction to the human | | 
mind, — 


Ou Saviour, who came from, and is returned to 
the Father, hath aſſured us, that this providence is 
concerned in the ſmalleſt and moſt inconſiderable 
things amongſt men; that the hairs of our heads 
are all numbered; an { that a ſparrow falleth not t 
the ground without the kno ledge of our heavenly | 


Father. . | 


Ir the ſmalleſt things are the ſubjects of his over- 
ſight and care, we may, without vanity, argue that 
theſe which are of greater and more momentous con- 
cern, are moſt certainly under his cognizance; that 


thoſe eyents which are of greater conſequence the 
world, 
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world, are under his more immediate government, 
and that they do not take place without his direction, 
or permiſſion ; that they are deſigned to accompliſh 
ſome great and excellent purpoſes in the kingdom of 
providence,” thongh to us many of them may be 
unknown; God's judgments being unſearchable, 
and his ways paſt finding out from the beginning to 
ches end. 444]. 70 114 

TaoxouvEHüx impreſſed with this ſentiment, we 
ſhou!d be led to yield an abſolute and entire reſig- 
nation to the divine government, referring all con- 
cernments and their iſſue to the direction and diſpo- 
fal of infinite wiſdom. 2 


Wenk there is a due internal reyerence for 
providence, and a fit and regular deportment, agree- 
able to various and different adminiſtration, there is 
nothing to fear from the divine government; but 
every thing to hope for and expect, which is fit for 
God to grant, and man to receive. | | 

Tux judge of all the earth will do right.” | 
Mx cannot but approve the divine adminiſtration 
as juſt and equal; nay, what is wanting to give us 
the higheſt complacency and delight in the divine 
ſuperintendency ?—when we conſider him (as we 
ought) poſſeſſed of infinite goodneſs, prompting to acts 
of -mercy and kindnefs ;—of infinite wiſdom to 
forelee all poſſible events and contingencies, and of 
infinite power io execute all his purpuales of grace 
and favour. ö ö 


„ Tux Lord reigneth, let the earth rejoice, the 


Ir 


world and they that dwell therein. 


141 
II is true that the children and ſetvants of the 
moſt High, are not to expect an exemption from 
troubles in this world; but then they haye this aſ- 
furance, that if they comport themſelves to the cir- 
cumſtances, and allotments of providence, they ſhall 
be delivered, or receive adequate direction and ſup- 
port. 12 12 wha 65 TEINS 1 b | 
Tux faith and virtue of Abraham, were brought 
to great trial. He had the promiſe of a certain 
tract of land, from the Lord, proprietor of the unis 
ver ſe. to be given him and bis deſcendants for an 
inberitance: he believed; the promiſe, that there 
would be a fulfilment, and was fully per ſuaded that 
he was called, commanded by that anrhorty which 
is indiſputable, and ought immediately to be com- 
plied with, to quit his native country, that he might 
be prepared in due time, to take poſſeſſion” 'of the 
promiſed land. From this principle, this perſuaſion; 
he reſolved to yield a compliance with the command. 
By faith, Abraham, when he was called to go out 
into a place which he ſhould after receive for an in- 
heritance, obeyed. This he did, when he knew' not 
where the inheritance was, nor when he ſhould” re- 
ceive it. He went out not knowing whither he 
went!“ ae ow ae eee red 
Tas veracity. of God is a ſufficient ſecurity, for, 
the performance of all his promiſe. 
Tux foundation of moral obligation, is the wilt 
and pleaſure of the Supreme, which can never be 
otherwiſe than agreeable to the eternal ſitneſs of 
things, The divine pleaſure. may be ſigniſied and 
* 3H | made 
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[i kid 
made known, in a variety of ways by immediate 
revelation, by viſions, voices, or dreams ; by the in- 
ſtrumentality of Angels, or men, or by his written 
word. In which ſeveral ways, God has communi- 
cated his pleaſure to the children of men. 


IT is not material io our preſent enquiry, how, 
or in what manner the mind of God was announced 
to Abraham: It is enough that it was ſufficiently 
ſignified to him; that this was clear to him, beyond 
all reaſonable doubt. 


* 
# >» 1 0 


Faris the prime principle of action, adapted 
to the ſtate of man in this world of imperfection. 
Evidently fo in Abraham's caſe, which may be ſome- 
what peculiar, fo far as it relates to an expreſs pro- 
miſe of receiving an inheritance. He believed in 
the promiſe, that it was true, and would be made 

ood. He believed in the authority of God, that 
be had an undoubted right to rule over him, and 
that an unte ſerved obedience and ſubjection were 
due. From this principle of faith, when called of 


God to go forth, he inſtantly obeys. | 


Tux circumſtances attending Abraham, in this 


peculiar ſirnation,” render his faith and obedience. 


very notable, for which he has been enticuled to 
the higheſt encomium and is exalted to a high ſtati- 
on, amongſt the molt illuſtrioas worthies. 


Ir was a hard, though jult command—* get thee 
out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from 
thy father's houſe's He quits all his poſſeſſions, 
foregoes every conyenienice,, in his native land; bids 
adieu to deareſt relatiyes, when, or whither ever to 


B return 
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return again, he knew not; all was uncertainty ; 
he departs,not knowing whicher he went: How long 
he muſt wander as a pilgrim from city to city, from 
one kingdom and country to another ; what hard- 
ſhips and difficulties he muſt undergo, to what dan- 
gers he muſt be expoſed, he was altogether in the 
dark, ignorant, and unapprized. 


_ UnszLievERs in revelation, might be ready to 
ſneer at this account of the matter, and burleſque 
the very ſuppoſition that God ſhould give a com- 
mand to the Patriarch, exacting obedience, under 
ſuch circumſtances, laughing at Abraham as a hot- 
headed enthuſiaſt; or a crack-brained fellow, run- 
ning from place to place, in his frenzy, under a no- 
tion of finding a country which he ſhould enter and 
poſſeſs, and which of right,” ſhould deſcend, as an 
inheritance, to his poſterity. 


Taos E that believe in a God, a providence, that 
this is a ſtate of uncertainty, and that we are ac- 
countable, would, upon ſerious reflection, find oc- 
caſion to ſuppreſs, at leaſt, ſome part of their ridi- 


cule. 


Borg the foundation of faith and obedience, and 
the principle on which mankind are to act, are equal - 
ly the conſtitution of heaven. 


ABRAHAM, acting agreeable. to theſe, acquitted 
himſelf in the beſt manner, with honour and dignity, 
with the approbation of his Maker. And while he 
wandered about, as a pilgrim, altogether uncertain 
of the time of the fulfilment of the promiſe, there 
was a part for him to act, agreeable to his character, 

| as 
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4 2. 
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| — 


as a man of ſenſe and reaſon, a ſervant of the moſt 
High, and the father of the church of Iſrael. He 
was not diſcharged from the duties of moral obliga- 
tion, in this ſtate of doubt and uncertaiaty ; but to 
comport himſelf agrecable to the knowledge of his 
Maker's will, and agreeable to the obligations re- 
ſulting from the various diverſity of his condition. 


Goo, in his ineffable favour and grace, hath de- 
ſigned us for another, and better ſtate, and we are 
here in a courſe of trial to be trained up for it; 
and to us there is no imaginable way, in which this 
end could be ſo well anſwered, as by a ſtate of un- 
certainty, with regard to the events of providence, 
conſiſtent with the liberty of action, with which we 
are endowed ; the due exertion of which,is neceſſary 
to denominate our conduct virtuous; the negle& 
and abuſe of it, vicious. | Pc, 


W know this, by the word of God, which is 
confirmed by obſervation, that mankind, are mortal, 
and we are to act with a wiſe reference to this, in 
the whole of our conduct, being exhorted hereunto ; 
bur infinite wiſdom hath ſeen fit to conceal, entirely 
from our view, the time, manner, and circumſtances 
of our departure. - We know this, in general, that 
piety and virtue, ſhall in no wiſe miſs of a reward ; 
perſevered in to the end, they will condu us to the 
heavenly Canaan, our laſt, and beſt ſettlement, an 
inheritance unfading, and eternal. But, as to all 
intermediate events, we muſt be content to refer 
them ro the diſpoſal of infinite. and unerring wiſ- 
dom, Ir is by religion, a due cultivation of our 


hearts, and improvement of certain graces, that we 


are to be trained up for the heavenly world, Gon 
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Gop . knows what trials are neceſſary, or. 
beſt calculated to advance our | higheſt. intereſt; 
and to bring us to , compleat happineſs; from. 
theſe the beſt are not , exempted Abraham 
the friend of God, had great trials; for his own pri- 
vate and perſonal benefit, and with this more exten- 
ſively benevolent view—the good of his 'nation—the 
good of mankind :—That thoſe who came after, 
might have à pattern of faith, obedience ard reſigna- 
tion, and from the conſideration of divine guidance 
and ſupport afforded to others in preſſing difficulties, 
be animated to endure hardneſs, with like firmneſs 
and fortitude. IG ren 198 $1 20 12492 £5 

Ov imitation is expected, under all ſimilar cir- 
-cumſtances. God hath been pleaſed.to eſlimate the 
virtue of men, in proportion to the difficulties at- 
tending the performance of their obligations. | 

WII E we are ultimately to conſult his glory, he 
bath furniſhed us with high, general motives of 1n- 
tereſt, to induce our obedience, and in ſome caſes, as 
in Abraham's, particular and ſpecial ones. He had the 
promiſe of a certain country for an inheritance, He 
was willing to quit many of the delights of Jife, and 
throw himſelf, with dependance on providence, up- 
on the wide world, where he would be expoſed to 
unknown dangers and difficulties : He prized the 
promiſed bleſſing, and was willing to do and ſuffer 
any thing, at the call and under the guidance of pro- 
yidence, to obtain it. | X 

From this view of the ſubje& in general, it ap- 
pears, that it is of the greateſt concernment, that we 


ever entertain the moſt exalted conceptions of an 
NN! oi 74.8 oyer-ruling 


E 


. 1g: | 


oxer-ruling providence; that we ever live and act un- 


der this full perſuaſion, that we are entirely: depend- 
ent upon it;: — that we expreſs our ſenſe of it by 


prayer for the bleſſings we need, praiſe for mercies 
received—all flowing from the fountain of divine. 
Benignity :=That we ſhould be penitent, as. it is in- 
iquity which originally made it neceffary that we 
ſhould be viſited with ſtripes, or exerciſed with tri- 
als—that we ſhould be humble, under the rebukes 
of prorience any tokens of divine diſpleaſure :-— 
That we. ſnould be patient in adverſity, waiting, with 
reſignation to the will of heaven, the time of our 
deliverance, or the beſtowment of expected fayours ; 
and that we per ſevere, in the direct line of our 
ery; in the due ule of means, through tribulation 
and diſtreſs, ſurmounting every impediment. The 
different aſpets of providence, require different de- 
portment. b. b. be ii 00 
Tue grand enquiry in any particular caſe is, what 
is my duty? Abraham was commanded by God to 
go forth: The command involved an immec iate ob- 
ligation; he did not heſitate. We may know with 
ſufficient certainty, though not in the ſame manner 
with Abraham, that we ſhould receive an inheritance, 
becauſe it may be proved beyond all manner of 
doubt, that of right, it belongs to us; or it may be, 
we may have the greateſt aſſurance, that it is the will 
and pleaſure of heaven, we ſhould ſecure and de- 
fend an inheritance, the immediate grant of the Su- 
preme Diſpoſer, or rightfully deſcended to us. 


In either caſe, it would become immediate duty, 
ae eee eee 


1 


E 2 


to ſet ourſelves to deviſe and adopt the moſt ſuitable 
method and means to obtain or er whab of Fight” 
p-— 10. uu. - 


LL poſſeſſions, rights 2H priviledges, BD the 


8 grant of heaven, or honeſtly acquired, or 
rightfully deſcendeded, as an inheritance, are to be 
guarded with care againſt all engroachments. , 


- | T 858 are to be eſtimated, according to their im» 
portance - to the well · being of Nn or jhe 
emolument of ſocieties. 5 

Sou will admit of a ſurtenider, at leaſt, in * ; 
others, again, may be ceded on no pretence whatever. 


Warar are calfed natural rights, are in part ſur- 
rendered, wheneyer mankind voluntarily enter into 
ſociety : and form into bodies-politick ;—which ſur- 
render, ought eyerito'be with this expreſs, or at Jeaſt, 
tacit view and defign—the promoting the greater 
ſecurity and adyantage of every individual, and the 
more extenſive happineſs of the collective body—the 
ſole true end of all government. 


Tut rights of conſcience are unalienable: They 
are facred, the common birth- right of every man; 
they ate not to be ſurtendered to any man, or body 
of men; they ought not to de denied to any, nor 
invaded by any. 

Tax right of private Shai, in matters purely 
religious, and of worſhiping God according to their 
2pprehenfions of ſcripture' purity and mode], was de- 
ned to our vyorthy and venerable anceſtors, the firſt. 

planters 1 in this colony, in their native land. 


How _ ted and unalterable 8 tegard they ee to 


3 
theſe, and at what an ineſtimable price they held 


them, the hiſtory of their ſufferin;.s, for their, defence 
and ſecurity, is full and ample teſtimony. 


Tuer appeared-.to be under the moſt lively and 
imprellive ſenſe of an over: ruling providence that 
his aids were neceſſary o extricate them out of their 
embarraſſments,—to give ſucceſs to their continued 
attempts, for the ſecurity of their religious liberties, 
has = to make them happily inſtrumental of handing 
down this richeſt inheritance, to poſtetity, inviolate: 
For which, they laboured with unabating zeal, and 
indefatigable ardor. | 


Ir was their great unhappineſs to live in an age of 
great ignorance, and almoſt univerſal bigotry : In an 
age, when the rulers'were diſpoſed to arbitrary mea- 
fures in the ſtate ;—when the reigning Prince was 
graſping at abſolute power—an undeniable ſpecimen 
of „ hich, he gave in the face of the world, by or- 
dering a capital infliction on one of his ſubjects, with- 
out Jaw, without trial, without judge or jury; 
whom, the greateſt patriot in Britain, and the moſt 

ſucceſsful advocate for the Colonies, in former years 
of diſtreſs, publicly declared, that he was the 
meaneſt Prince that ever fat-upon'theBriuſh throne?” 
They lived at a time, when the. King of England 
was more tender of the Roman Catholicks;: than of 
them, and preferred a ſe (of whom 4t was notorious, 
that ſome of their number had been conſpirators in 
the powder plot) to them, branded by the name of 
puritans, by way of hatred; ang contempt, at a, time 
when the Engliſh biſhops were lordly. and tyrannical. 


TukEx 


L 46 3 
Tuer were perſecuted in various ways and forms! 


T#1s is the account givenof the riſe of theFathers 
of this country : That ſeveral religious people 
near the joining borders of Nottinghamſhire, Lin- 
coloſhire and Yorkſhire, finding that their pious mi- 
niſters urged with ſubſcription, or ſilenced, and 
the people greatly vexed with the commiſſary courts, 
apparitors and purſevants, which they bore ſundry 
years with much patience, til] they were occaſioned 


by the continuance and increaſe of theſe troubles, ' 


and other means, to ſee further into theſe things by 
the light of the word of God; how that not only 
the ceremonies were. unlawful-; but alſo, the lord. 
ly, and tyrannous power of thePrelates, who would, 
contrary to the freedom of the goſpel, load the con- 
ſciences of men, and by their compulſive . power, 
make a profane mixture of things and perſons in di- 
vige worſhip. | 

That their offices, courts and canons were un- 
lawful, being ſuch as have no warrant in the word 
of God, but the ſame that were uſed in popery, and 
ſtill retained ! upon which, this people ſhake off this 
yoke of antichriftian bondage; and, as the Lord's 
free people, join themſelyes by covenant, inro a 
church ſtate, to walk in all his ways, made known 
or to be made known to them, according to their beſt 


endeayours, whatever it coſt them!“ 


II this incorporated ſtate, with Mr, Robinſon at 

their head, whom they. had choſen their psſtor, they 

continued many years under great difficulties, till at 

length the perſecution increafing, and * to 
| 0 
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3 
ſo great a height, that all hope and expectation were 
cut off, of their being able to defend and ſecure their 
riviledges, or that they might enjoy them, unmo- 
eſte.) !—PFor © they were extremely harraſſed; ſome 
caſt into priſon, ſome beſet in their houfes, ſore ' 
forced to leave their farms and families.“ 
SEEING the wiſdom and neceſſity, of attending, to 
the precept, when they perſecute you in this city, 
flee ye into another: They fly to Holland as many. 
as could then eſcape, and oth rs, as opportunity 
offered, followed . through very great difficuſty 
from their put ſuers; and there expoſe themſelves to 
all the difficulties that of courſe attend the ſettle» 
ment of a peop!e.iti a foreign land; foreſeeing that 
they might by ſome means or other be involved in 
public difficulties, which had aciſen in the place of 
their reſidenee. After having tatried at Amſterdam 
a year, they remove ts L. eyden, to the great detti- 
ment bf theit ſecular affairs. After hating been at 
Leyden ſeven or eight years, they think of a femove © 
to North-America: And in this as in the whole of 
their enterprize, they appear to be a{luated from the 
be ſſt motives, to avoid. the ill example of the Dutch, 
which they feared would be infectious, and cauſe re- 
ligion, to degenerate amongthem; and with this, more 
extenſive . view of poſitive good, of laying ſome 
foundation for propagating the kingdom of Chriſt) io 
the remote ends of the earth ! | 55 


IT is agreed that application ſhould be made to 
the Virginia company in England, for a patent that 
they might carry their pious purpoſe into execution; 
and eyery proper mean is made ule of, to induce the 

C King 


C 18 ,] 
King to grant them liberty of conſcience in America. 


To convince the Virginia company that they were 
in. earneſt, and ſuitably prepared to engage in ſuch 
an adyenturous enterprize, ſeveral ſpecial reaſons are - 
ſuggeſted; That we are well weaned from the de- 
Jicate milk of our mother country, and inured to the 
difficulties of a ſtrange land- knit together in a moſt 
ſtrict and ſacred bond; and it is not with us as with 
other men, whom ſmall things can diſcourage, or 
ſmall difcontentments cauſe to wiſh ourſelyes at home 
again,” 8 ee 
Tux attempt was fruitleſs as it reſpꝛcted the ap- 
plication to the King. He utterly refuſed the grant; 
the moſt that could be obtained, was, that he would 
connive at them, Upon the return and report of 
the agents, great were the diſcouragements of the. 
people who ſent them Surmounting theſe, they ap- 
ply again to the Virginia company, and, after Jong 
and tedious delays ſucceed, though without the grant 
of liberty of conſcience. 

Arzu having prepared for their voyage, as all 
could not go, their parting was moſt ſad and ſorrow- 
ful in Holland; being to fail from England, ſimilar 
was their grief at parting with their friends there, to 

o to an unknown land. Having embarked on board 
two veſſels, they put to ſea, but fail not far before 
one the ſhips proving leaky, and being in the ut- 
moſt danger of foundering, find themſelyes under a 
neceſſity to put about, and return to the land. After 
having repaired ſufficiently, as was ſuppoſed, putting 
to ſea again as before, under a neceſſity to put 


about, and return to the main, one veſſel being ad- 
| judged 
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judged unfit for the voyage; — the other concludes ts 
proceed—ſad and melancholy. was the parting of 
friends, endeared to each other by every tie by the 
{trongeit—a ſympathetic concern for each other, 
ſuffering in a common cauſe, 2 


GRE AH mult have been the diſtreſs of our fathers, 
hen, in the midſt of the ocean, all hope of arriving ' 
at land appeared to be cut off; — providentially re- 
lieved, they purſue their voyage. "ai. 


AzRIViING at theſe ſhores, by them unheard of, 
and co them entirely unknown—how great their diſ- 
appointment! how bewildered theic condition “ 
View them ſailing to the ſouthward for Hudlon's 
river, the place of deſtination, within twenty-four 
hours, falling among ſhoals and breakers, in imi- 
nent danger if they went forward! coming to acon- 
cluſion to return to theſe ſhores. | 


How diſmal the ſituation to coaſt along theſe in- 
hoſpitable ſhores—and roam theſe ſavage wilds, for 
five or ſix weeks, uncertain and undetermined, where 
to ſettle, through ſtorms and tempeſts, cold and rain, 
ſnow and hail, in terror from barbarians, whoſe num- 
ber to them was utterly unknown, and by whom they 
had reaſon to fear that they might be totally cut off! 


ArTER having fixed upon a ſpot and determined 
where to ſertle—fayoured with no ſhelter, but the 
canopy of the heavens, to ſcreen them from the in- 
clemency of the ſeaſon—the rigour of winter—only 
in poſſeſſion of a ſcanty. and inſufficient pittance of 
the real neceſſaries of life, pining with hunger, and 
pinched with cold ! forne few of them, * _ 
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dark ; deſigns againſt, and apparently inimical to the 
colony in its infancy! no civilized ſettlement ncar 
enough to afford the leaſt relief. | . 


Txpvs “ through a great variety of obſtacles and 


* hardſhips, this ſmall and pious people, arg at len athi 


arrixed and ſeated on this ſtrange and diſtant ſhore ; 
but yet a ſhore, they are conducted to by an over-rul- 
ing providence, beſide their own deſign, though not 


. Without the ſecret plots of others. Whereyer they 


turn their eyes, nothing but diſtreſs ſurrounds them, 
Harraſſed for their ſcripture-worſhip in their native 
land, grieved for the profanation of the holy ſabbath, 


and other licentioaſneſs in Holland, fatigued with 


their boiſterous voyage, diſappointec of their expe. 
ed country, forced on this northern ſhore, both ut- 
terly unknown, and in the advance of winter; none 
but prejudiced barbarians round about them, and 
without any proſpect of human — without 
the help or favour of the court of England, without 


a a patent, without a publick promiſe of their religious 


liberties, worn out with toil and ſufferings, without 
convenient ſhelter from the rigorous weather; and 
their hardſhips bringing a general ſickneſs on them, 
which reduces them to great extremities, bereaves 
them of their deareſt friends, and leaves many ef 
their children orphans. Within five months time, 
above half their company are carried off, whom they 
account as dying in this noble cauſe, whoſe memories 
they conſecrate to the dear eſteem of their ſucceſſors, 
and bear all with a chriſtian fortitude and patience, 
as extraordinary as their trials.“ | 


- Tax review of the magnanimous 3 * 
3 a . | * \ | an 
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land from their perſecuted ſtate in Britain, and the 
ſeries of diſaſterous events, and ſcenes of woe allott- 
ed to them, to the time of their arrival and ſettle- 
ment in this, then ſavage and barbarous world, and 
in the infancy of the colony, is more than ſufficient 
to excite our wonder and aſtoniſhment ! | 


- 


WrarT could have ſupported them under all their 
perplexities and fears, diſappointments. depreſſions 
and perſecutions in their native land, inexpręſſible 
ſufferings, and amazing hardſhips in a foreign Gans 
try, and in this then rude and uncultivated wilder- 
neſs—through perils by land, perils in-the ſea, and 
perils among talſe brethren, -but a thorough con- 
ſelouſneſs of the beſt cauſe, aftuited from the moſt 
noble views, motives and eſigas, and the concurring, 
efficacious operations of an Almighty providence ? 


Tux cauſe of liberty is the cauſe of God—it is 
the richeſt inheritance, the grant of he-ven, never to 
be alienated, to be defended at every hazard. For 
the defence, ſecurity and enjoyment of this, the-moſt 
reſpectable progenitors of this colony, viewed them- 
ſelves as under obligation to flee from their oppreſ- 
ſors, perſecutgrs and tyrants : By faith they obeyed :. 
Went forth as Abraham, not knowing whither they 
went. | 

CoMmiTTING themſelves to the care and guid- 
ance of providence, they determined with ſubmiſſion 
to go to Holland. Abraham after his call might de- 
termine to go to ſome particular place, and to con- 


duct himſelf as to him might appear to be fitteſt and 


belt, not knowing where the inheritance was, or 
when he ſhould arriye at it, — And as the fathers 
| N viewed 
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viewed themſelves as abſolutely under the direction 
of providence, they held themſelves obligated to at- 
- = Wares they ſhould finally be ſettled in the 
t appeared to have a full perſuaſion that the time 
would come:—r'did ; but they were finally ſettled 
in a land unſought for, and undefigned by them. 
The providence ot God brings good out of evil. 
aue permiſſion of heaven our noble anceſtors were 

Per ſecuted at home. To this is owing under the 
guidance of providence, if not the ſettlement, yet till 
of late date the very flouriſhing ſtate of theſe colonies, 


Ox this anni verſary, we revere the proyidence 


chat conducted our anceſtors through ſo many trials 


- and ſuſſerings, to theſe inhoſpitable ſhores, fraught 
with the richeſt bleſſings to poſterity, then unborn, 
—and, we truſt, to be born. A tribute of the 


higheſt gratitude is due, and a grateful memory 


thereof ought never to be obliterated. 


Wx admire their faith, patience, reſignation, piety, 
Fortitude, bravery, magnanimity and perſeverance ; 
yea, almoſt every excellent quality, of which the 
human mind is capable, or ornamental to the life, 
as men and chriſtians, . | 


Tis beſt teſtimony which we can give of our 
gratitude to providence, and that we have a due 
reſpect for their memories, is to imitate their virtues, 
to build and improve upon the. foundation which 
they have laid. Their ſufferings ſhould: teach us 
highly to prize the rich inheritance which they have 

„ 8 conyeyed 
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conveyed to us: To guard it with the utmoſt zeal, 
care, circumſpection and vigilance : To cultivate.the 
ſame ſpirit, and in all things to demean ourſelyes 
worthy of our illuſtrious deſcent. - Jo”; 
Howetvex, the moſt liberal and diſintereſted ſpi- 
rits, the greateſt patriots, are obliged for the pre- 
ſent, to contract their views, to turn their whole at- 
tention to the defence and ſafety of the. ſtate, to 
guard and defend the inheritance which has been 
handed down to us; and of which we may juſtly con⸗ 
clude, we are liable to be deprived, without every 
effort on our part, and the kind aids of an interpoſiag 
providence. „ 


PROVIDENcxE uſually works by means, (and fur- 
ther than this we have no reaſon to expect) and to 
neglect any exertions of which we are capable, is to 
render our ſelyes unworthy of the -priviledges which 
have defcended to us from our noble and moſt re- 
nowned anceſtry, and to provoke heaven to permit a 
diſpoſſeſſion, even by the hands of the oppteſſors of 
„ö ads: rr 

Tais people have long ſince entered upon their 
labours, and largely partaken of the happy fruits of 
their toils and and ſufferings. en 01 Doqu 


Forcty into an unnatural civil war, we are fol- 
lowers of them in tribulation,in defence of the liber- 
tie*, the mighty bleſſing, deſcended from them to 
vs as a natural inheritance, Puty to God, decent 
reſpect to the memories of our firſt benefactors, in- 
tereſt, the preſent common weal, indiſpenſable ob- 
ligation to ſociety, with united voice, call upon us to 

ſtand 


, 
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ſtand forth in this day of uncommon trial —at 4 
time when life, liberty and property are fſiruck at— 
when there appears an unalterable determination to 
wreſt from us every priviledge, and to ſtrip us of 
every liberty. „enn 

'Tr is not to be concealed or denied, that our pro- 
genitors were perſecuted mainly on account of 
their religious dale and practice: That for 
the ſecurity of theſe religious. rights, &c and that 
they might tranſmit them inviolate, they fed from 
their native country That our preſent, oppreſſors 
have a deſign upon our religious liberties, is to be 
juſtly appreherided from their eſtabliſhmear of the 
Roman-Catholick religion upon this Continent. 
This is undoubtedly to be viewed as a ſpecimen of 


the ſpirit of Britiſh adminiſtration, as to religious 


matters. | | | 
"Tas kiſtory of the world ſhews that the only ba- 


ſis, on which religious liberty can flouriſh, is that of 
a free civil government: Ot which, thoſe ſree-born 
ſpirits could not be ignorant, but mult have the high- 
eſt ſenſe of their importance to the well-being of the 
community, and that without the free enjoymentvf 
civil privileges, thoſe of a religious nature might not 


expect to flouriſh, but to be checked, borne down, and 


cruſhed ;-—which, perhaps, hath taken place, without 

OY. where tyranny and deſpotiſm have gained 

an alcendency in the ſlate — „ 
Wir civil we may bid adieu to religious liberty. 
Tn coloniſts, in their late, and preſent ſtruggle 


for their liberties, have had occaſion to revert to the 


firſt principles of the Englilh conſtitution; and in op- 
* 8 a polition 
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poſition to the aſſumed right of Great-Bri tain, of forc+ 
ing a tax upon them, have declared it to be an eſſen- 
tial right of Engliſhmen, to be taxed only by them- 
ſelfes, or their repreſentatives freely choſen ; that 
they were out of the realm of England, unrepreſent- 
ed, and therefore ought not io be taxed : They have 
been abuſed,and traduced as broaching a new doQtrine, 
and aſſuming a priviledge, the right of exemption 
unthought of, till within. a few years.—Thefe ca- 
lumniators of mankind, inſtruments and tools of 
oppreſſion could not, were they capable, withhold a 
bluſh, when they do, or might know that our fore- 
fathers in the infancy ot Plymouth colony, diſclaim- 
ed all authority of parliament over. them, that in their 
corporate, capucity, being legally aſſembled, did or- 
dain, conſtitute and enact, that no act, impoſition, law 
or ordinance ſhould be made, or impoſed upon them, 
then, or in time to come, but ſuch as ſhould be made 
or impoſed by conſent of the aſſociates or theit tepre- 
ſentatives legally aſſembled; which ſtands as a funda- 


mental at the head of a number of their law. books, 
now extant, in this town. Lies, 


* « The general fundamentals. 

% Anno 1636, and reviled, 167r, 3 
* 1. We the aſſociates of the colony of New. Ply- 
mouth, coming hither as freeborn ſubjects of the kingdom 
of England, endowed with all and ſingular thepriviledges 
belongiag to ſuch; being aflembled, Do enact, ordain 
and conſtitute, that no act, impoſition, law or ordinance 
be made or impoſed upon us, at preſent, or to come, but 
ſuch as ſhall be enacted by conſent of the body of |free- 
men or aſſociates, or their repreſentatives legally aſſem - 
bled ; which is according to the free liberties of the 
freeborn people of England.” 


he 
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Lie, liberty and property are an inheritance ſe- 
cured by the immutable laws of nature, the principles 
of the Engliſh conſtitution, and royal charters or 
compacts; neither of which ever were by our an- 
ceſtors, or their deſcendants ceded to any power 
on earth to be diſpoſed of without their con- 
ſent. And who, that had the leaſt feeling for 
himſelf, his country or poſterity, could ſtand unmoy- 
ed, when he beheld dire& attempts made to render 
them, one and all, totally inſecure and precarious. 


IT may not be improper here to take a ſhort view 
of tome of the tyrannick ſteps and meaſures deviſed 
and adopted by the Britiſh miniſtry, and their coad- 
jutors, which led ro the unnatural civil war in which 
we are unhappily, but neceſſarily, engaged—together 
with a ſhort glance at the conduct of the Coloniſts, 
in their various and complicated embarraſſments, 


For years paſt, „ho could behold, but with in- 


. dignation, the various manœuvres of our enemies both 


on this and the other ſide of the atlantick, to deprive 
the inhabitants of their unalienable rights and im mu- 
nities, and to ſubjugate them to ſlavery. 
By miniſterial influence and corruption, in concert 
with their aiders and abettors, natives, but parricides 
of this country, acts of parliament have been procured, 
which ſufficiently indicated that the various regula- 
| tons 
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The above act ſtan«'s in the iront o three mAnuicipt 
law books in 4636, 1058 and 1660, and of two prinicd 
ones in 1671 and 685. | 
In the year 1635, Plymouth colony firſt formed or 
perſected their body or code of laws, they being before 
governed by tranſicnt regulations or occaſional laws. 
Atteſt. Joun CoTron, Reg. 
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tions of 1 had their origin from a pre- 
concerted plan and ſyſtem of tyranny and oppreſſthn. 
Fundamental to this ſyſtem, was the declaratory act, 
that the parliament of Britain had a right to bind the 
Colonies in all caſes whatſoever, 


+ In conſequence of this, acts of parliament were 
made, under various ſpecious pretences, for railing a 
revenue in the Colonies without their conſent. 


'Jutis8>1cTIONS. of certain courts extended be- 
yond their antient limits. 


SusJEcTs deprived, in many inſtances, of their 
ineſtimable priviledge of trial y a jury of their peers. 


A co xtr erected, to the intent that Coloniſts 
ſhould be tranſported to England for trial. 


Tax Governor of Maſſachuſetts-Biy, and the 

judges of the ſuperi-'r c urt, rendeted totally inde- 
pendent upon the people for their ſupport, and en- 
tirely dependent upon the crown, both tor their com- 
miſſions (which t ey hold during pleaſure) and for 
their ſalaries :— Which had a direct tendency to an 
undue influence, and to introduce corruption into the 
ſacred ſeat of juſtice,and td make them tubſervient to 
the ſchemes of wicked ard deſigning miniſters, and 
to become the devoted tools of deſpotiſm. 


HuMBLE, importunate and loyal ſupplications to 
the King have been ipgulphed in the dark abyſs of 
miniſterial corruption, or burled from the throne 
with the greateſt contempt. ; | 

ASSEMbL1: s frequently, wantonly and arbitrarily 


diſſolyed; and never upon a leſs virtuous occaſion, 
| W 20s | than 


6 4 


than when they have 7 to enter into a peace- 
able conſideration of their grievances de legating 
member from among themſelves, to join with others 
deputed for the like purpoſe, that ways and means 
might be deviſed for a radical redreſs; or for refuſing 
to reſcind a rightful, laudable and patriotic reſoluci- 
on for this purpoſe. WE: 


ExpENSIVE and oppreſſive offices have been 


multiplied, and the vile arts of corruption have, with 


unabating zeal, been practiſed to divide, that they 
might deſtroy the people. N 


To awe the inhabitants to a ſurrender of their 
rights, the caſtle voluntarily ſurrendered into the 
hands of our enemy, by a man whole name and me- 
mory will be loaded with execrations to lateſt time. 
For years the harbour of Bofton filled with ſhips of 
war, and the ſtreets thronged with military executi- 
oners. SILLY ROS Pp. * 

Taz port of Boſton ſhut np, whereby the inha- 
bitants were reduced to this ſhocking alternative, 
either to ſubmit to ſlavery, or to caſt themſelves upon 
providence for ſupply, in a” threatened famine ;— 
which they muſt have felt, had it not been for the 
generous donations of their ſympathizing brethren 
through the Continent, who viewed them as patrons 
of liberty—peculiar ſufferers in defence ot our com- 
mon rights, WWW 

App to theſe, the charter of the province, that 


* 
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ſacred barrier againſt the encroachments of tytanny, 


wrecked, mutilated, and as it were annihilated; the 
foundations of governmear entirely out of courſe, 
the zovernor being made as arbitrary and deſpotic as 
the grand Turk, MoREOVER, 
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Moxzover, a murderous law made to ſnatch thoſe 
bloody villains from the award of juſtice, who ſhould. 


embrue their hands in the blood of thoſe noble ſons 
of freedom, who might have ſpirit and courage ſuffi- 
cient to aſſert and defend their rights, 


PusL1c magazines purchaſed ar the expence of 


the community, for their defence and ſafety, and 
private property in many inſtances ſeized and detain- 
ed, and kept in the hands of military plunderers, that 
the good people of the land might be in a defence- 


leſs condition, and the more eaſily dragooned to the 


moſt abje& ſlavery. 


InpDivivvaLs frequently aſſaulted, moſt ſhame- 
fully abuſed and inſulted by the rude and brutal ſol- 
diery, while in the peace of God and the king, pur- 
ſuing their lawful callings! 


Tux was trumpeted abroad, by miniſterial pro 
titutes and braying Iſſachars the omnipotence of par- 
liam ent, accompanied with the moſt tremendous me- 
naces, that al! indiſcriminately, without a tame ſub- 
miſſion, ſhould feel its dreadful vengeance, 


© Taz was the matchleſs and irreſiſtible force of 


Britain, both by ſea and land, painted in the moft 


| horror-giving colours. And, as matters drew towards 
a criſis, we were told of a royal ſtandard and pro- 
clamation, ſpecifying a certain time to repair there 
and ſwear allegiance, that we might ſave our n cks; 
but if not, all that ſtood out would be conſidered 
as'rebels, and muſt die their death. 


Tuts wrought powerfully on timid ſpirits, while 
others treated it as a bug - bear, and conducted if poſs 
lible, with more life and ſpirit, GREAT 
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 GrrarT indeed has been the embarraſſment of 
our public affairs, and great our diſtreſs and per- 
plexity; and innumerable the provocations to drive 
the locuſts from the land - But ſuch was the loyal- 
ty of this people, and ſuch their affection to the 
parent ſtate, and fo remote the idea of independency 
and a ſeperation, that every patriotic heart appeared 
to be willing to ſuffer any thing. conſiſtent with the 
ſafety of our country, and the final preſervation of 
our liberties, in hopes that ſomething in provid: nce 
woul'* turn up, to convince the whole nation of the 
infatuation of the Britiſh councils, whereby there 


might be a radical redreſs of our grievances, reconci- 


liation take place, peace and harmony be reſtored 


And if the public energies did not keep pace 
with and were not adequate to the virulent meaſures 
of our oppreſlors, their undue moderation may, in a 
fort, be excuſed upon the footing of the above con- 
ſiderations. 

Tuis temper and conduct probably gave life and 


ſpirit to the ene vy; who, inſtead of granting our 
humble petitions, or regarding our juſt remonftrances, 


and proceedings the molt pacihc, increaſed our 


wrongs and multiplied our oppreſſions. 


ALARMED at the ſtrides of deſpotiſm and arbitra- 
ry power, the people became determined to make 
every lawful and laudable oppoſition to ward off ty- 


ranny and ſlavery. 


Many expedients were deviſed : It was juſtly con- 
ſidered as matter of the higheſt importance that we . 
ſhould act in concert, and that to this purpoſe there 


ſhould be a union of the Colonies, if poſſible, How 
* 


— 
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to bring it about was the concern of many: The 
implacable and almoſt unpardonable enemies of 
American rights, ſearing leſt the conſequences of 


ſuch a union might prove fatal to their meaſures, to 
prevent ſo neceſſary and deſirable a junction, pro- 


cured the diſſolution of diverſe aſſemblies of rhe re- 


preſentative bodies, through the Continent. 


Tu people knew that they had a right to petition 
and be heard, but had been refuſed they knew 
they had a right by nature and the Engliſh conſtitu- 
tion, peaceably to aſſemble together perſonally, or 


by their repreſentatives, to conſider their grievances 


and deviſe methods for their redreſs: Being deni- 
ed this, according to uſual mode by the iron hand of 
power, laying aſide forms, the people availed them- 


ſelves of their right, met together in their reſpective 


towns, Choſe their repreſentatives ; collecting them- 
ſelves into a body, are the repreſentatives of the peo- 
ple, whither known by the name of a houſe of re- 
[ N convention or congreſs. And the de- 
egates choſen by thoſe bodies to repreſent them in 
general council or congreſs, are properly the repre- 
ſentatives of the people, and whatever council, ad- 
vice or meaſures are recommended, after mature de- 
liberation, ought as ſtrictly to be adhered to by the 
Colonies, as if they came directed in channels more 
uſual aud cuſtomary, 


; NoTwITRaESTANDING all the evil machinations - 
or our enemies to prevent a union of the Colonies, 
a glorious one has been formed; tor which I know 
noc that it is poſſible to be lufficiently thankful to 
providence, May God pteſerve, ſtrengthen and 
: A 


perfect it. 
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A uxtox formed upon the beſt principles; the 
love of liberty, the love of our country, the love of 
oſterity! Aſſociations entered into for our mutual 
defence and ſafety, and to ptomote the common 
U?on the footing of this union, many expedients 
have been deviſed; moſt of which have been recom- 
mended, or highly approved by the Honorable Con- 
tinental Congreſs, and which have been found 
eminently beneficial in our day of general calamity : 
as county conventions, who recommended a ſuſpenſion 
of courts of juſtice, leſt they ſhould by ſome means 
or other, be inſtrumental of bringing on that tyran- 
ny and ſlavery which every patrict deteſts, and againſt 
which it is the duty of evety individual to guard :— 
a __ highly approved by the American Con- 
greſs. 


In like manner, committees of correſpondence, 
inſpection and ſafety have been bodies [of men great- 
ly ſerviceable to the ſtate, in their reſpective depart- 
ments. 1 


Tux riſing of the people to carry into execution 
meaſures dictated by the united wiſdom of bodies de- 
legated for that purpoſe, was a token for good. 


TBuEI collecting in large bodies, and repairing 
to thoſe perſons who had taken out commiſſions up- 
on the ruins of our once happy conſtitution, to de- 
mand of them a ſurrender of thoſe offices, and to 
make an explicit declaration that they would not act 
by virtue thereof, and in no other way do any thing 
whatever, prejudicial to the community, bad at leaſt 


a temporary check upon tyranny, and was * 
ä 0 


. 
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of very great miſchief, which thoſe men might have 
been capable of doing by their corrupt doctrine, in- 
' fluence and example, had they been unnoticed as 
obnoxious and odious. 


In the mean while the Congreſs of this colony 
extended theic views to the laſt event, and, agreeable 
to the advice of the Continent, were preparing fot 
defence, | 
Tux enemy in the capital being reinforced from 
time to time, at length armed themſelves, and march 
ed forth under the cover of darkneſs, with intent, 
according to the acknowledgment of their General, 
to deſtroy a military magazine, in a diſtant town, 
procured ſolely for the defence and ſafety of our 
country. When on their way, on the memorable 
1th of April, 1775, they commenced hoſtilities, 
—ſhed the blood of war in peace! 


Ax alarm being givea, the inhabitants collecting 
from neighbouring towns, gave them ſuch a warm 
reception, that thoſe troops, the flower of Britain, 
picked for the purpoſe of robbery. pillage and plun- 
der, if not for blood, and who had often bragged 
and boaſted, that one regiment or two, could, at pleas 
ſure, march from one end of the Continent to the 
other, W re ſpreading havock and deſolation, 
found themſelves, two thouſand, or at leaſt eighteen 
hundred in number, neceſſitated to retreat with the 
utmoſt precipitation, to their ſtrong hold, purſued 
and galled by the way, by Americans, in number 
not a quarter equal to the enemy, at any one time 
engaged in the action of the day, 


Fox that time we may ſafely date the #ra of 
civil 
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civil war in theſe colonies, unnaturally and barba- 
rouſly commenced by Great-Britain, 


W1rTH gratitude to providence, we view our peo- 
1 inſpired with courage and intrepidity, and the 
ear and dread of them falling upon our unnatural 
and mercileſs enemy. 

We deplore the ſlaughter of any of our brave 
patriots and heroes, who fell on that day ; a day 
which fixes an eternal ſtigma upon the Britiſh arms, 
ſtained with the blood of innocents. They gave 
undeniable marks of their being totally deſtitute of 
Juſtice, bravery and hiimanity ; they were once cha- 
raQerized for juſtice and humanity towards their 
natural and avowed enemies, without which qualities 
of mind, it is impoſſible that there ſhould be bees 
and magnanimity : They have irtetrievably loſt 
their honour. It is a day memorable for giving 
tictory to a few hundred Americans; brave and de- 


termined, armed and engaged in the beſt cauſe, for 


the defence of their country, and its ineſtimable pri- 
viledges, over an army of Britiſh troops, who judged 
themſelves invincible, eſpecially by Americans, up- 
on whom they had been taught and acccuſtomed to 
look down with as much contempr and diſdain, as 


Goliah of Gath did upon David the ſtripling. 


AFTER having dropt a tear over the graves of 
our {ſlaughtered brethren, with the keeneſt feel- 
ings of ſympathy, let us condole with the bereaved, 
the ſurviving relatives ; dying in ſo glorious a cauſe, 
they have died in the bed of honour ; the hiſtory ot this 
Continent will hand down their names with honour 
till time ſhall be no more; © for it is immortality 

; to 
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to ſacrifice ourſelyes for the falyation of ouy 
country.” | 

From that memorable day to the preſent, one 
inftance excepted, our enemies have been in- 
glorions in arms; the alarm occaſioned by their 
violence, blood and murder, ſpread far and wide; 
and the brave ſons of freedom imprefſed with the 
moſt anxious concern for their diſtreſſed, bleeding 
epuntry, flew to arms, and by hundreds and thou- 
ſands, not only from this but neighbouring colonies, 
came down for the defence of this devoted people ; 
by their means, with the ſpeedy raiſing of a continen- 
tal army, the enemy have been circumſcribed within 
very narrow limits, cooped up and confined to Boſton 
and its ſuburbs, diſappointed, martified and defeated. 


REMARKABLE hath been the health of our camps, | 
which demands our grateful acknowledgment ; 1 
5 ſcarcely an enterprize has been formed but what 
has been executed with valour, bravery and ſucceſs. 


Tus covering which proyidence bas afforded. to 
our troops, upon the lines, and in the day of. battle, 
during the campaign, is almoſt without a parallel. 


Ir we look into the wide extended province of 

Quebec, how agreeable the proſpect! Where we 

/ behuld one fortreſs and ſtrong hold after another 
ſurrendering to the victorious arms of the continent; 
from the lateſt accounts relative to the capital of 

that department we have good reaſon to believe that 


the whole is reduced to the obedience of the United 
Colonies, | 


F Taes+ acquiſitions are highly important in them» 
elyes, but much more ſo ia their conſequences. 
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Ov moſt ſanguine expecta:jons are exceeded in 
the pacifick diſpoſitions of the Canadians, and the 
numerous tribes of Indians, with whom every evil 
machination hath been made ule of, that wit or wick- 
edneſs could deviſe, to rouſe them to arms by our 
unnatural foe, that they might be their auxiliaries in 
carrying into execution plans moſt ruinous and de- 
ſterctive to this whole Continent : Hou great muſt 
the chagrin of thoſe be who have failed in every 
manceuvre of this ſort ? . af 

So far haye the Canadians and Indians been from 
being inimical to our troops, that they have ſhewed 
many acts of kindneſs in ſupplying of them with 


Proviſions in their marches and encampments ; not 


only fo, but many of them have joined our forces to 
check and ſubdue the miniſterial army. 28 


No leſs are we to take notice of our remarkable 
captures by ſea, one of which, under our preſent 
circumſtances, is almoſt ineſtimable. | | 


„Nor unto us, oh Lord, but unto thy name 
be the glory.” - 1 | 


Wx ſhould act quite out of charaQter as men and 
chriſtians, and ſhould practically diſown a ſuperin- 
tending providence, did we impute thoſe manifold 
and ſignal bleſſings that we have received to any 
thing ſhort of the efficacious influences of his 
providence on the minds of men, and its moſt favour- 
able interpoſition on behalf of this continent, for our 
defence and ſafety in a day of great diſtreſs and ge- 
neral calamity, | 7 | | | 


TRE deſcendents of Abraham, who were to take 


"of 


poſſeſſion ; 
; 4 
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poſſeſſion of the promiſed inheritance, while they 
were in Egypt, the houſe of bondage, ſuffered much 
from the hand of power, the Egyptians fearing they 
might grow ſo powerful as to become independent, 
determined to ſtunt them in their growth, and kee 
them down by renewing their burdens and bo 
ons; but the more they were afflifted, the more they 
multiplied and grew. God was with them, and the 
very means the Egyptians made uſe of to humble 
them and prevent their increaſe, by an over-ruling 
providence, were made the occaſion of their growth 
and proſperity. There are many traces and foot- 
ſteps of a like providence in the late and preſent 
day; in the union of the Colonies, after every evil 
machination to prevent it ; the check upon the Ca- 
nadians and Savages, and their friendſhip to the con- 
tinent; but theſe muſt be waved; time will not 
permit me to point out thoſe, which to me appear 
to be important and obvious. The Lord hath 
done great things for us, whereof we are glad!“ 


It remains that we ſhould be unfeignedly thank- 
ful for every inſtance of paſt ſucceſs ; that we be 
patient under all fatigues an hardſhips, and that we, 
at the call of paſt providences, adequate to the re- 
demption of our fathers, and favourable to us, per- 
ſevere in the direct line of oppoſition to that tyran- 
ny, which is abominable in the ſight of heaven, and 
deſtructive of the rights of mankind. | 


* 


* Ovn fathers truſted in thee they truſted in 


thee, and thou didſt deliver them; they cried unto 


thee, and were delivered ; they truſted in thee, and 
were not confounded,” | 


Gop 


E 
Soy has often appeared for this people in days of 


eat darkneſs and diſtreſs. Such is our cauſe, fo 
7; hteous in the fight of heaven, that it will, by no 
means, become us to harbour one diſtruſtful thought. 
How can we ſay, atter ſuch a ſeries of favourable 
ovidences, in the midſt of deſerved afflition, that 
oh mercies are clean gone, and that he will be 


fayourable no more. 


Fox my own part, I muſt acknowledge, that I 
Feel animated from this confidence, thar our pre- 
ſeat noble ſtruggle for our rights, and the unwearied 
exertions of the patriots, friends and benefaQors of 
this country, will bring about a happy termination 
of all ouc troubles. 


In the morning ſow thy ſeed, and in the evenin 
withhold not thine hand, for thou knoweſt not whither 
this or that ſhall proſper. Let thoſe who have be- 
gun well endure to the end, leaving our moſt im- 
portant concerns with Him, who is the avenger of 
wrongs, in confidence that he will finally break and 
ſubdue the power of the oppreſſors of the earth, and 
of this Continegr V 
Should the deportment of this people be, accord- 
ing to the various providences of God, in every ſuita- 
ble expreſſion of piety and patriotiſm, then might 
we all pray with the moſt raiſed expectation, that 
ine petitions we aſked of him ſhould be granted. 


RETURN, oh Lord, we beſcech thee, and viſit 
the vine which thine own right hand hath planted, 
, and make it ſtrong for thyſelf, and give peace in our 

—_—**” | | 


SHOULD 
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-SyouLD this be the grant of be Ven, the moſt 
pleaſing and glorious proſpect would open to our view. 


Tax America and “ the deſart ſhall rejoice and 
bloſſom as the roſe, and the ranſomed of the Lord 
ſhall return, and come to Zion with ſongs and ever- 
laſting joy upon their heads; they ſhall obtein joy 
and gladneſs, and ſorrow and ſighing ſhall flee away.” 


